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The Geodesy Crisis
In January 2022, a group of 15 of the nation’s preeminent 

scientists released a White Paper:
“The Geodesy Crisis: America’s loss of capacity and 

international competitiveness in geodesy, the economic and 
military implications, and some modes of corrective action”.
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https://aagsmo.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/TheGeodesyCrisis_Final.pdf


Federal Geodesy Community of Practice
Current Participants:

• National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, 
Office of Geomatics (NGA)

• NOAA, National Geodetic Survey (NGS)

• National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA)

• Department of Interior, United States 
Geological Survey (USGS)
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September 20-21, 2023 - NGA hosted NGS, NASA, 
and USGS for Summit at Moonshot Labs in St. Louis  



Recap of Year 1: FY 2023
FY 23, Q1: Stood up the NGA / NGS Community of Practice, with an MOU

FY 23, Q2: Showcased NGA and NGS 101 Overview of the programs

FY 23, Q3: 
• Invited NASA to join COP
• Held first face to face session in Silver Spring, MD
• Formed (4) Technical and (4) Strategic, Intra-Agency Working Groups
• Preliminary Coordination is organized around common themes

FY 23, Q4: 
• Invited USGS to join COP
• Held first Geodesy COP Summit, Sept 19-20, 2023 | Moonshot Lab

✔65 Agency Geodesy COP Representatives Currently In Place
✔36 In Person Attendance



Geodesy COP Working Groups and Synergy Themes

(1) Data Sharing
(2) Equipment Sharing
(3) Software Sharing
(4) Production Collaboration
(5) Modeling Collaboration
(6) Capabilities Enhancements 
(7) Standards Coordination
(8) Certification Programs
(9) Professional Training/Cross Training/Details 
(10)Cooperative Agency Research
(11)Opportunities to link and leverage National 

and International Geodesy Forums
(12)    Other

Key Collaboration Themes:
To help Technical WGs organize 

collaboration topicsTechnical Working Groups

(8) Strategic Planning:
Geodesy National Framework & 
Geodesy COP Charter Development



Addressing Geodesy Tradecraft (in FY24)

● We would like the COP to be the coordinating body for training future geodesists 
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