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1) Duties, HSRP Charter (Aug 31, 2017)
The HSRP shall advise the Under Secretary on matters related to the responsibilities and authorities set forth in Section 303 of the HSIA, its amendments, and such other appropriate matters as the Under Secretary refers to the HSRP for review and advice. 

The responsibilities and authorities outlined in Section 303 of the HSIA include topics such as “NOAA Hydrographic Survey Priorities,” technologies relating to operations, research and development; and acquisition and dissemination of data and information pertaining to:

a. Hydrographic surveying;

b. Shoreline surveying;

c. Nautical charting;

d. Water level measurements; 

e. Current measurements; 

f. Geodetic measurements;
g. Geospatial measurements;

h. Geomagnetic measurements; and

i. Conservation and management of coastal and ocean resources.

__________________
2) Purpose, responsibilities and authorities of the Hydrographic Services Improvement Act (HSIA)   (Hydrographic Services Review Panel Bylaws) 
Article 1. Purpose. 

The purpose of the Hydrographic Services Review Panel (HSRP) is to advise the Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and the Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (the Administrator), on matters related to the responsibilities and authorities set forth in section 303 of the Hydrographic Services Improvement Act of 1998, its amendments, and such other appropriate matters as the Administrator refers to the Panel for review and advice.

A. Responsibilities Set Forth in Section 303  

To fulfill the data gathering and dissemination duties of the Administration under the Act of 1947 (33 USC 883a et seq.), the Administrator shall: 

1. acquire and disseminate hydrographic data; 

2. promulgate standards for hydrographic data used by the Administration in providing hydrographic services; 

3. promulgate standards for hydrographic services provided by the Administration; 
4. ensure comprehensive geographic coverage of hydrographic services, in cooperation with other appropriate Federal agencies; 
5. maintain a national database of hydrographic data, in cooperation with other appropriate Federal agencies; 
6. provide hydrographic services in uniform, easily accessible formats;  

7. participate in the development of, and implement for the United States in cooperation with other appropriate Federal agencies, international standards for hydrographic data and hydrographic services; and 

8. to the greatest extent possible and cost-effective, fulfill the requirements of 1- 6 through contracts or other agreements with private sector entities. 
B. Authorities Set Forth in Section 303 
To fulfill the data gathering and dissemination duties of the Administration under the Act of 1947 (33 USC 883a et seq.), and subject to the availability of appropriations, the Administrator:

1. may procure, lease, evaluate, test, develop, and operate vessels, equipment, and technologies necessary to ensure safe navigation and maintain operational expertise in hydrographic data acquisition and hydrographic services; 

2. may enter into contracts and other agreements with qualified entities, consistent with A8, for the acquisition of hydrographic data and the provision of hydrographic services;  
3. shall award contracts for the acquisition of hydrographic data in accordance with title IX of the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (40 USC 541 et seq.); and 
4. shall, subject to the availability of appropriations, design, install, maintain, and operate real-time hydrographic monitoring systems to enhance navigation safety and efficiency. 

Article 2. Authority. 
Public Law 107-372, the Hydrographic Services Improvement Act of 2002 (the Act), establishes the HSRP. The Panel shall function solely as an advisory body and in accordance with the
Federal Advisory Committee Act. The framework for the Committee's membership, operations, and administration is set for in the Act. The HSRP is subject to the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA). 
