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 Monitoring and tracking of deep draft vessels

 Information on shipping activities in the Puget 
Sound and Grays Harbor
 Daily shipping activity reports
 Automatic Identification System

 Manage the West Seattle Buoys
 Answering Services
 Statistical Reports
 And much more …

Information is Everything

Services we provide:
The backbone of our existence





Marine Exchange of Puget Sound
Owned and Operated

Terrestrial AIS Receiver Network 







• In 1979, the Canadian and the United States Coast Guards established the Co-
operative Vessel Traffic System (CVTS) for the Strait of Juan de Fuca region 

• Provide for safe and efficient movement of vessel traffic, mitigating risk of 
pollution by preventing collisions and grounding

• Prince Rupert Traffic provides VTS for offshore approaches to Strait of Juan de 
Fuca and along the Washington State coastline above 48 degrees north 

• Seattle Traffic provides VTS for both Canadian and US waters of Strait of Juan 
de Fuca 

• Victoria Traffic provides VTS for both Canadian and US waters of Haro Strait, 
Boundary Passage, and the lower Georgia Straits 



“PARTNERSHIP FOR 
SUCCESS”

The informal organizational structure and 
mutual cooperation of its members have 

allowed HSC to become the ideal model for 
balancing the needs of various interests in 
the marine environment whether they are 

economic, environmental recreational, 
regulatory or national defense.

www.pshsc.org

Puget Sound
Harbor Safety Committee



Puget Sound and its 
approaches

• 3,500 sq mi internal      
navigable waters
• 125 mile 
international border

Major Ports
• Seattle
• Tacoma
• Everett



DIVERSE MARITIME 
COMMUNITY



VOLUNTARY AND SELF-FUNDED

• Represents 15 private sector interest 
groups; 6 agency advisors

• Exemplifying the stakeholder diversity

• Fosters an exceptionally strong and 
collaborative commitment to safety.



Provides for timely continuous improvement – complement/ 
supplement rules and regulations with standards of care

Maintains vigilance/avoids complacency – meet regularly

Inclusive – all maritime interest sectors

Forum for addressing special activities

• Vessel Traffic Risk Assessment

• Complements the MTSRU

Demonstrated by this region’s outstanding 
safety record

RESULTS
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