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HSRP Arctic Update

Application of NOAA Services to 
support Alaska’s Blue Economy



Year Northbound
Southboun

d Total
2009 136 126 262
2010 128 114 242
2011 124 115 239
2012 154 162 316
2013 171 173 344
2014 130 125 255
2015 232 220 452
2016 158 182 340
2017 164 196 360
2018 183 175 358
2019 241 236 477
2020 260 290 550

Arctic Maritime Activity



Captain Page acknowledged that if something went disastrously wrong with a ship within 
the 1.5 million square miles of ocean his network covers, “it would be ugly.”

“But we should stop worrying about what we’re going to do when things go wrong,” he 
said. “We should prevent things from going wrong.”
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Operations Center Engagement with Polar Star





(187) Mariners should be aware that Alaskan Natives engage in subsistence whaling in 
the Beaufort Sea near Point Barrow in the spring from March through June and in the 
fall from September through November. Vessel operators are requested to contact the 
Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission at 907-852-2392 or 800-478-2392 or 
aewcdir@barrow.com prior to entering this area for information about the location and 
avoidance of traditional Native hunting parties.

(116) Point Hope 22 miles NW of Cape Thompson and 102 miles from Cape 
Krusenstern, is the seaward extremity of a low tongue of land that projects 16 miles W 
from the general line of the coastal mountains. Subsistence whaling at Point Hope 
occurs in the spring (April-May) and fall (September-October) as far as 30 miles 
offshore. Vessels transiting in the vicinity of Point Hope during these times are 
requested to contact the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and the Point Hope 
communications center on VHF-FM channel 68. 

Subsistence harvesting of Beluga whales occurs at Point Lay 
during the months of June and July and vessels should 
contact the Point Lay telecommunications center on VHF-
FM channel 68 if transiting in the area during this time. 
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